into battle
shining example of firmness of character from the late First Lord
of the Admiralty two days ago. He showed that firmness of
character which is utterly unmoved by currents of opinion, however
swift and violent they may be. My hon. Friend the Member for
South-West Hull (Mr. Law), to whose compulsive speech the House
listened on Monday, was quite right in reminding us that the Prime
Minister has himself throughout his conduct of these matters shown
a robust indifference to cheers or boos and to the alternations of
criticism or applause.
If that be so, such qualities and elevation of mind should make
it possible for the most severe expressions of honest opinion to be
interchanged in this House without rupturing personal relations,
and for all points of view to receive the fullest possible expression.
Having thus fortified myself by the example of others, I will proceed
to emulate them. I will, therefore, begin by saying the most un-
popular and most unwelcome thing. I will begin by saying what
everybody would like to ignore or forget but which must nevertheless
be stated, namely, that we have sustained a total and unmitigated
defeat, and that France has suffered even more than, we have.
The utmost my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister has been
able to secure by all his immense exertions, by all the great efforts
and mobilisation which took place in this country, and by all the
anguish and strain through which we have passed in this country,
the utmost he has been able to gain for Czechoslovakia in the
matters which were in dispute has been that the German dictator,
instead of snatching the victuals from the table, has been content
to have them served to him course by course.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer [Sir John Simon] said it was
the first time Herr Hitler had been made to retract™! think that
was the word—in any degree. We really must not waste time
after all this long Debate upon the difference between the positions
reached at Berchtesgaden, at Godesberg and at Munich, They can
be very simply epitomised, if the House will permit me to vary
the metaphor, ^i was demanded at the pistol's point. When it
was given, £2 were demanded at the pistol's point. Finally, the
dictator consented to take £i 173. 6d. and the rest in promises of
goodwill for the future.
Now I come to the point, which was mentioned to me just now
from some quarters of the House, about the saving of peace. No
one has been a more resolute and uncompromising struggler for peace
than the Prime Minister. Everyone knows that. Never has there
been such intense and undaunted determination to maintain and
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